June 7, 2007

Dear Caravel Parents,

Summer reading is required  for students entering grades five through eight. We hope to encourage pleasurable reading as a lifelong activity and to help build students’ personal collections of worthwhile literature.

Students are required to read three books and complete activities for each of those books according to the following guidelines. Two of the books will be novels and the third book will be a biography. Students are to choose the two novels from the lists provided.  Please be sure to read only books that are included on the list for the novel portion of the reports. Books that are excluded from the list may be used during the school year in the classrooms. Students should also read one age appropriate biography about an American who has made a contribution to society. Please help your student choose books about people who are good role models. Books written about rock stars and athletes are not acceptable for the biography report. No list is provided for these books. Students are free to choose as long as the student is following the guidelines for the biography report listed above. 

The lists provided also denote books that are used for the “Battle of the Books”. These books are denoted with a 5B, 6B, or 7B. The “Battle of the Books” is a competition that Mrs. Bedle, our librarian, sponsors for the students in grades 5,6, and 7. Students will be asked to read the books denoted by grade level by February of the school year. She then conducts an oral competition with the students. Students who wish to get a head start may choose these books as a part of their summer reading. 

Students must complete an activity for each of the three required books. Two of these activities are to be completed before the student returns to school in September. There is a form included in this packet. This form should be completed to the best of the student's abilities using one of the novels that was read. After the student reads the biography he/she should construct a collage using paper that is approximately twelve by eighteen inches. Please do not use large poster board or poster board that is thick. The poster should be filled with pictures cut from magazines or printed from the internet that depict events or ideas that are important to the person. The title and the author of the book should also be written neatly on the poster. The student should prepare an oral presentation using the second novel chosen. This oral presentation will be given in the student's Reading/Language Arts class during the first few days of school. The oral presentation should consist of the title and author of the book, a brief description of the main characters, and a brief summary of the plot. This presentation should not take more than two minutes. Note cards may be used for reference but care must be taken not to read the cards. Eye contact with the audience is important. The student may want to practice a few times before the presentation. On the first day of school students should bring the completed written form, the completed collage, and any note cards required for the oral presentation. These book reports will count as the first major grades of the marking period.

Thank you for your support in this important educational program. I hope your student has a summer filled with memorable, pleasurable literature.









Sincerely,









Mary Kay Valentine









English Department Chairperson 

