CARAVEL  ACADEMY  DRESS  CODE

INTRODUCTION


Student dress at Caravel Academy should reflect an atmosphere conducive to learning.  Therefore, students must be neat, clean, tastefully dressed, and well groomed.  Clothing or hairstyles that detract from the purpose or conduct of the school are not permitted.   


The Caravel Academy Dress Code is in effect throughout the school day as well as for all awards banquets, assemblies, performances and ceremonies.  Students must come to and leave school dressed in accordance with the Code, including those traveling on Caravel busses.  Any exception to the dress code must have prior permission from an administrator.  The school reserves the right to prohibit a student from participating if deemed to be dressed inappropriately.


Students may choose from a list of approved garments and styles from the Lands End School catalogue and/or like those at the Rush Uniform Shop (101 Harrison Ave., Wilmington Manor; Phone: 328-5444).  Similar articles of the same style, material and color (for “bottoms” – skirts, pants, etc.) would be acceptable when purchased from other catalogues or department stores.


We respectfully request that parents assure that their children follow the Caravel Academy Dress Code.  If a student is not dressed appropriately and is deemed to be a distraction to Caravel Academy's environment, we will ask a parent/guardian to bring the student suitable apparel before s/he will be permitted to go to class.  If the infraction is severe, where the student’s dress is blatantly inappropriate, a distraction or disrespectful, and the parent cannot provide correct clothing, the student may be sent home.  In less severe cases, the student might be permitted to go to class with the appropriate disciplinary consequence.

            Students are expected to follow the intent as well as the specifics of the Caravel Academy Dress Code and, therefore, the final decision concerning the appropriateness of a student's appearance rests with the Board of Education and the Administration.  The information below applies to all students except where specifically noted.

In General:  

· Clothing should be appropriately sized and fit well.  

· No vulgar, obscene, or suggestive words, pictures, or graphics should be worn on any clothing or jewelry.  Inappropriate topics include alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, sexual innuendo or connotation, or profanity (words or pictures). 
Tops for Young Ladies and Young Men

· Shirts should have sleeves and a collar that turns down naturally.  Proper choices include dress shirts, turtlenecks, polo shirts, Rugby shirts, and mock turtleneck shirts as described in the approved catalogues.  

· Tops may be any color, including stripes, prints, or small patterns. 

· Turtleneck sweaters, crew neck sweaters, and mock turtleneck sweaters may be worn alone.  All other sweaters must be worn over an approved top.  

· A banded shirt in the same style as that provided by Rush may be worn un-tucked.
· With the exception of sweaters and the banded shirt above, all approved tops must be tucked in at all times and at all places on campus, except gym classes.  Shirts and blouses too short to be tucked that expose bare skin or underwear when the arms are raised or at any other time are unacceptable.  Shirts that ride up when a student sits down are too short to tuck in and should not be worn.

· The top button on approved shirts may be open; all others must be buttoned.  Cleavage should never be visible. 

· Vests, fleece tops, track jackets (without a logo or other writing), dress jackets, or blazers are optional ONLY over approved tops.

· Shirts, sweaters, fleece tops, or any other approved top may not be tied around the waist.

· A small logo of no more than three inches will be permitted.  

· Caravel team shirts may be worn on game day or on Friday if a game is on the weekend.  Shirts must be tucked in and have sleeves.  Game shirts must be in the styles described above.  Sweatshirts or t-shirts may not be used as team shirts.

· No sweatshirts, T-shirts, athletic wear or hooded garments are permitted at any time during the school day.

Additional Details for Young Ladies:  

· Round collared blouses and others with collars from the approved catalogue are acceptable, including button down blouses with short and ¾ sleeves.

· Polo-type dresses may be worn.

· A navy, khaki, or plaid jumper in the style in the approved catalogue and/or at Rush Uniform, blazers, and suit jackets may be worn over an approved top.


Additional Details for Young Men:   

· Sweaters, ties and blazers are acceptable and encouraged at special events. 
Bottoms for Young Ladies and Young Men:

· Khakis, chinos, corduroys, including skirts, skorts, split skirts, or capris for the girls, and shorts (on “warm weather” dress days) should be clean and fit well.  Conservative cargo pants (no more than one extra pocket per leg) are permitted.  Knit pants, scrubs, or pajama type pants are not permitted.

· All “bottoms” must be either a solid color in any of the following colors – black, navy, khaki, brown, hunter green and gray – or the plaid for skirts as featured in the approved catalogues.  In addition, thin pinstripes are permitted.

· Belts must be worn on any garment with belt loops, except in first grade.

· Pants must be worn at the natural waistline.
Additional Details for Young Ladies:
· Pants with flared bottoms like those featured by Rush may be worn at any time.  Gaucho pants (non-knit) are also permitted.

· Skirts, split skirts, jumpers, suits and dresses or slits in any of them must not be more than 3” above the top of the knee.  

· Skorts and capris may be worn all year ‘round.

· The inseam for skorts, split skirts, and dress shorts (on “warm weather” dress days) must be at least 5”.
Footwear for Young Ladies and Young Men:

· Footwear must be clean and neat.

· Dress shoes or dress boots, sandals, loafers, Docksider type, Timberlands or Hush Puppy type shoes are appropriate and may be worn at any time of year.

· Sandals may be worn at any time of year.

· No flip-flops, thong shoes, slides, or any sandals made of rubber, terry cloth, nylon webbing.or having Velcro closures or athletic symbols/logos/names, like Adidas, are permitted, regardless of heel height. 
· Sneakers and Vans or skateboarding shoes are permitted as long as they are neat and clean and tied.  Sneakers and Vans or skateboarding shoes that are ripped, without laces, or appear messy are not permitted.

· No slipper style shoes of any kind are permitted.

· No “wheelies” are permitted.

· Shoelaces must be tied.

· No construction, combat or hiking boots are permitted.
Accessories

· Sunglasses, hats, bandanas and dew-rags may not be worn during school hours and must be stored in lockers.  

· Jewelry must be appropriate and tasteful and may not be hanging out of pockets.

· Piercings or jewelry for them should never be visible except for the ears of young ladies.  They may not be covered by Band-Aids.  

· Tattoos should be covered at all times during the school day.

· Heavy chains, leather collars and/or spiked jewelry are not allowed.

Hair and Grooming

· Hair must be an appropriate length and well groomed.  

· Dyed hair must be a solid, natural color and/or have tasteful frosting.

· No area of the scalp may be shaved. 

· No “cutting” of numbers or phrases or punk hairstyles are permitted.  


Additional Details for Young Ladies:   

· Make-up, if worn, should be tasteful.


Additional Details for Young Men:

· Hair must be groomed and be an appropriate length, i.e. must not fall below the collar, below the eyebrows.  Hair may only 
cover the top half of the ear.

· Mustaches above the lip are acceptable.  The rest of the face must be clean-shaven. 
Outerwear is Not Permitted in School

· Jackets, coats or other outerwear may not be worn during lunch or class periods, including homeroom, study hall, and H period. 

· Fleeces, sweaters, and track jackets are recommended outerwear for cool/cold weather and may be worn at any time during the school day. 

· Sweatshirts and sweatshirt jackets are not approved for use at any time during the school day.
Award Banquets, Assemblies, Performances and Ceremonies


The school dress code is in effect for all awards banquets, assemblies, performances, and ceremonies, including National Honor Society induction, 8th Grade Recognition, and Upper School graduation.  An administrator must approve any exception to the dress code.  The school reserves the right to prohibit a student from participating if deemed to be dressed inappropriately.

Lower School Dress Code


Lower School follows the majority of the Caravel Academy Dress Code.  However, preschoolers and first graders do not need to wear belts.  In the interest of safety, all preschool and lower school students are encouraged to wear sneakers that do not produce sound any day that there is the possibility of going outside for recess.

 “Special Dress Days”


Occasionally, student groups are permitted to sponsor a “special dress day” to raise funds and/or promote awareness.  With the exception of the featured dress item, all other dress code rules apply.  For example, on “Jeans Day,” students may wear jeans or other clothing made of denim.  On “Jeans Days” students are not permitted to wear ripped or torn jeans or jeans that have writing or bleach spots on them.  There will be additional “special dress days.”

Warm Weather Dress 

· Dress shorts and conservative cargo shorts (no more than one extra pocket per leg), both with an inseam of at least 5”, may be worn at any time in September, May and June or during any other month when a “warm weather” day occurs. 

· For October through April, “warm weather” dress code days are determined by the Administration when there is a forecasted temperature of 78( F or higher by the Delmarva weather line.  Parents may call the weather line at 302-429-9000.  
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